
 

 

 

 

  

Looking After the 

Environment  

Site Allocations 

Background Issues Paper 
 

November 2015 
 

Appendices 



 



 

 

 

APPENDICES 

 

 

 

Appendix 1 –   Map showing extent of Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 1 

Appendix 2 – Map showing extent of Wildlife Site designations 3 

Appendix 3 -  Schedule of Ancient Woodlands within Dacorum 11 

Appendix 4 –  Revised boundaries of RIGS 19 

Appendix 5 –  Map showing Updates and Amendments to Areas of  23 

Archaeological Significance  

Appendix 6 -  Assessment of Potential local designated Historic Park 29 

and Gardens  

Appendix 7 -  Schedule of Conservation Area Appraisals 185 

 

 



  



 1 

Appendix 1 

Map showing extent of Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 
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          Appendix 2 

Map showing extent of Wildlife Site designations 
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New sites designated 2015: 
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Appendix 3 

Schedule of Ancient Woodlands within Dacorum  

 

 

NAME TYPE SITE ID X_COORD Y_COORD 

ABELS GROVE Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245830 505392 213346 

BIRCHLEY WOOD Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245825 503985 210914 

BREACH WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245309 502765 213129 

BROWNLEYS Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245348 507439 216824 

BULLS WOOD Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

1108311 493322 210442 

BURY WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245161 503179 204814 

BURY WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245295 509422 211904 

COKERS SPRING Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1108308 499526 206249 

COLESHILL WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245173 500902 205070 

CROMER WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1115758 500110 211941 

CROMER WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245301 500110 211941 

DEAN WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245321 504229 214061 

DEDMANSEY/BYSLIP 
WOODS 

Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245850 503634 216752 

DICKSHILL WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1108301 496321 208565 

FRIENDLESS WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245333 506512 214881 

GREAT WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1497180 500382 205412 

GREAT WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245179 500382 205412 

GREAT/PHASELS 
WOODS 

Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245146 505027 204269 

GUTTERIDGE WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245225 501154 208229 

HAMBERLINS WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1108298 495362 208604 

HAMBERLINS WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1108298 495738 208749 

HAMBERLINS WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1108298 495938 208895 

HAMBERLINS WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1108298 495481 209186 

HARRIETSEND SPRING Ancient & Semi-Natural 1108306 498845 205409 
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Woodland 

HAY WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245284 507350 211568 

HEIZDINS WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245256 503137 209900 

HIGH SPRING Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1108310 492248 209732 

HIGH SPRING Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1108310 492062 209845 

HIGH SPRING Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

1108310 492372 209704 

HOME WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245174 505295 205240 

HOME WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245175 505152 205250 

HOO WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1497283 499243 214358 

HOO WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245303 503231 212653 

HOO WOOD Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245829 503058 212120 

HOWE GROVE Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245233 505987 208710 

LAMBS SPRING Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245841 503366 214293 

LAMBS SPRING Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245848 503211 215208 

LITTLE FRITHSDEN 
COPSE 

Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245819 501364 209742 

LITTLE FRITHSDEN 
COPSE 

Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245821 500960 209808 

LOWER WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1108291 494593 209868 

MARSH WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245296 503972 212110 

MARSH WOOD Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245828 504095 211897 

MAYLANDS WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245219 507466 208091 

MILLFIELD WOOD Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

1497742 496206 206666 

NORTH GROVE WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245875 507423 201114 

OAK CORNER Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1108302 496288 207467 

OAK CORNER Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

1108302 496385 207917 

PANCAKE/HOCKERIDG
E WOODS 

Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

1497743 497437 206370 

PRIORS SPRING Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245833 505280 213622 

PRIORS SPRING Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245834 505605 213631 

PULRIDGE WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245275 500911 211116 

PULRIDGE WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245277 500839 211289 

PULRIDGE WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245281 500943 211335 
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RAIL COPSE Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1108321 497428 211673 

RAIL COPSE Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

1108321 497220 211742 

ROUNDHILL WOOD Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

1108287 493564 208213 

ROUNDHILL WOOD Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

1108287 492921 208423 

SALLOW COPSE Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1108323 496930 213535 

SIMON DEANS WOOD Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245770 500144 201776 

STUBBINGS WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1108309 491724 210154 

THE GROVE/THE 
WINGS 

Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245110 504971 203101 

THUNDERDELL WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1108325 497129 212308 

THUNDERDELL WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1108325 498029 212287 

TURLHANGERS WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1108312 495175 213322 

VARNEYS WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245265 505171 210387 

WICK WOOD Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

1108282 492735 209469 

WIDMORE WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245227 507383 208603 

WOODMANS WOOD Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245876 502976 201832 

WOODMANS WOOD Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245895 502680 201684 

HEATHEN GROVE Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1497178 499361 205443 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1497194 498191 205689 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1497214 493238 207986 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1497217 497304 208256 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1497219 493040 208076 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1497223 495884 208635 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1497224 496285 208725 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1497229 492426 208636 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1497232 492691 209210 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1414174 494596 209542 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1497237 491719 209745 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1497238 492413 209902 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1497247 499889 210424 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 1497248 493748 210738 
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Woodland 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1497249 494715 210729 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1497250 493222 210174 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1497252 497830 211073 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1497254 498758 211308 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1497257 494634 211656 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1414180 496618 211181 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1497262 496660 211868 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1497267 498235 212974 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1497269 498356 213256 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

1497270 496190 213501 

 Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

1497747 492337 208299 

 Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

1497755 495352 213575 

 Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

1414203 500411 213934 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245051 500702 199938 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245058 501078 200789 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245063 500767 200915 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245078 505417 201751 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245088 503546 201993 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245089 504146 202057 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245114 504692 203479 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245118 503602 203748 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245122 505777 203785 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245124 505765 203931 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245125 502203 203875 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245126 503859 203962 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245128 505916 203594 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245134 503210 204072 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245136 505612 204191 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245138 502640 204209 
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 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245147 502653 204464 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245156 505794 204665 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245157 500499 204753 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245163 507581 204928 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245164 502658 204954 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245165 504892 205029 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245178 501940 205382 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245183 502523 205676 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245209 502354 207426 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245212 501314 207641 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245218 501498 208034 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245224 504731 208511 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245228 504747 208611 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245234 504379 208789 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245235 506991 208797 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245236 504050 208775 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245238 503805 208869 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245241 504017 209051 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245242 503791 209253 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245245 501882 209284 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245246 502831 209454 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245247 502231 209414 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245250 507426 209624 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245263 507774 210319 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245264 507442 210358 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245266 505077 210615 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245268 500482 210534 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245269 499889 210424 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245273 500339 210910 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 245276 504112 211251 



 16 

Woodland 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245279 504280 211356 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245280 504674 211361 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245282 502324 211451 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245283 503945 211463 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245287 503961 211717 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245288 505223 211728 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245290 503783 211810 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245291 502207 211798 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245292 503278 211907 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245293 504340 211668 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245297 506807 212504 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245298 501647 212426 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245300 505314 212587 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245304 501185 212814 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245305 504826 212847 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245306 505896 213099 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245308 502253 213288 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245313 503193 213619 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245319 504826 214002 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245323 505158 214137 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245324 505334 214237 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245338 504691 215593 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245341 505401 216027 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245345 508313 216419 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245350 508986 217496 

 Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245768 500477 201791 

 Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245776 505333 202722 

 Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245778 505418 202933 

 Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245801 503235 205414 
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 Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245820 504639 209954 

 Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245823 502887 210579 

 Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245826 504191 211274 

 Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245831 506704 213633 

 Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245835 506340 213816 

 Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245836 504959 213985 

 Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245837 500411 213934 

 Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245839 506799 214179 

 Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245840 505292 214225 

 Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245844 506151 215123 

 Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245845 505757 215115 

 Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245849 503179 216415 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245877 509054 212726 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245878 508868 212763 

 Ancient & Semi-Natural 
Woodland 

245879 508288 217689 

 Ancient Replanted 
Woodland 

245894 506304 200671 
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Appendix 4 

Revised boundaries of RIGS 

 



 20 

 



 21 



22 
 

  



23 
 

Appendix 5 

 

Map showing Updates and Amendments to Areas of Archaeological Significance 

 

List of Amended Sites: 

DAC_13 Medieval settlement of Wilstone, Chapel End 

DAC_21 Berkhamsted, medieval castle & town, prehistoric & Roman occupation 

DAC_23 Late Iron Age & Roman settlement at Cow Roast 

DAC_26 Several extant stretches of Grim's Ditch, Stool Baulk, burial 

DAC_29 Medieval settlement of Aldbury, earthworks to NW, Iron Age  

DAC_38 Romano-British religious complex at Wood Lane End,  

DAC_52 Prehistoric activity & settlement, Rucklers Lane; medieval  

 

List of New Sites: 

DAC_57 Cropmarks of occupation and finds of Roman and Medieval date 

DAC_62 Cold War wireless station 

DAC_63 Evidence of high status Roman occupation including burials 

 

Amended Sites 

DAC_13 Medieval settlement of Wilstone, Chapel End 
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DAC_ 21 Berkhamsted, medieval castle & town, prehistoric & Roman occupation 

 

DAC_23 Late Iron Age & Roman settlement at Cow Roast 
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DAC_26 Several extant stretches of Grim's Ditch, Stool Baulk, burial 

 

DAC_29 Medieval settlement of Aldbury, earthworks to NW, Iron Age  

 

DAC_38 Romano-British religious complex at Wood Lane End,  
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DAC_52 Prehistoric activity & settlement, Rucklers Lane; medieval  
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New Sites 

DAC_57 Cropmarks of occupation and finds of Roman and Medieval date 

 

DAC_62 Cold War wireless station 

 

DAC_63 Evidence of high status Roman occupation including burials 
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Appendix 6 

 

Assessment of Potential Non-Registered Parks and Gardens of Historic Interest  

 

Site No.1 Boxmoor 

Location 

Boxmoor, Hemel Hempstead 

 
 

Existing designations 
 

 RIGS (Moor End Farm Meadows) 

 Town 

 Open Land 

 Heathrow Wind Turbine Safeguarding Zone 

 Flood Zone 2 & 3 

 Area of Special Control of Adverts 

 Area of Archaeological Significance 

 Agricultural Land Classification – Grade 3 and 
Urban 

 Residential Area within a Town or Large 
Village 

 Listed Buildings 

 Green Belt 

 HSE Consultation Zone – Hazardous 
Substances 

 Main out of centre retail location 
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HERTFORDSHIRE GARDENS 
TRUST LOCAL LIST: DACORUM 

 
Present Name of Site Historic Name 

BOXMOOR 
 

Parish/Town: Hemel Hempstead and Bovingdon 
 
National Grid Reference of Principal Building:  TL045 161 

 
Present Area (approximate) 460 Acres 

 
Brief Description 
The Boxmoor Trust started in 26 April 1594 with the conveyance of meadow land in the 
Bulbourne Valley to 67 feoffees to hold in trust for the inhabitants of Bovingdon and Boxmoor. 
This safeguarded the grazing rights of the inhabitants on land which had been part of the 
College of the Bonhommes at Ashridge until c.1539. The Boxmoor Act of 1809 set up the 
modern Trust with 12 active trustees to manage the land for grazing and, increasingly, public 
amenity. A major concern now is the maintenance of the natural habitats found in the Bulbourne 
Valley in which most of the moors lie. 

 
Land holdings have fluctuated over the years with 25 acres of common ground being purchased 
by the Grand Junction Canal Company in 1794 which crossed the land. Land was also 
purchased by the railway in the 19th century which also crosses the land. Further land was lost to 
the New Town and the Water Gardens (q.v.) and Kodak were built on Trust meadows in the 20th 

century. In recent years the Trust has increased its holdings by the lease, then freehold 
purchase (in 2003) of 400 acres of the Westbrook Hay estate (q.v.) and by the purchase of 45 
acres of the old Bovingdon Brickfields in 2000. 

 
The land is managed as a public amenity and for grazing rare breeds such as the Norfolk Horn 
sheep and Belted Galloway cattle. Sports such as Boxmoor and Hemel Hempstead Cricket 
Clubs, the Rugby Club and the Golf Club have grounds on Trust lands. 

 
The Trust owns cottages and other properties in Hemel Hempstead, Boxmoor and Bovingdon, 
some of which have metal Grazing Rights Plaques still attached to them. These Grazing 
Plaques were put up as a result of the 1809 Act and were affixed to the houses in 1834. 

 
Trees: Historically the Bat Willow (Salix Caerulea (female)) has proved an important element in 
the landscape as it was grown commercially for the production of cricket bats. English Willow 
being particularly suited to cricket bats over 300,000 bats were made until the onset of disease 
and the losses caused by the Great Storm of 1987. On Boxmoor willow sets were planted near 
the Plough Inn at Moor End in 1928 and by 1931 there were 300 trees next to the watercress 
beds at Two Waters. There are still a number of willows both on the moors and on the banks of 

 SSSI and/or Nature Reserve  
 

Assessment against criteria Site not considered to merit designation based on 
consideration of English Heritage guidance, advise 
and knowledge of Historic Gardens Trust  and/or is 
considered by Officers to be sufficiently protected 
from inappropriate development by existing policies. 
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the canal. 

 
Avenues: These are the main design element on Boxmoor and several have been planted 

Coronation Avenue. 40 Horse Chestnuts ((Aesculus hippocastanum) were set from Picton's 

Bridge to the Three Blackbirds for the 1937 coronation of George VI. 
Avenue for Queen Mother. 80 red and white chestnuts were placed alongside the old A41 
leading to Bourne End to mark the 80th birthday of the Queen Mother in 1980. 

 
An existing copse of mixed varieties adjoining Station Road was dedicated on the occasion of 
Queen Elizabeth's Silver Jubilee in 1977. 

 
 

Orchard: An orchard has been set up on land at Westbrook Hay for old species such as 
Lane's Prince Albert and Oakland Seedling apples which were raised at John Lane's 

Potten End Nurseries in the 19th century. 

 

Important people associated with site: 
Assessment of significance. A historic open space with the chestnut avenues giving a 

semi- formal entrance to Hemel Hempstead along the Bulbourne Corridor from Berkhamsted 
and Kings Langley. Together with Gadebridge Park (q.v.) this open area defines and provides 

a semi-rural setting for the new town of Hemel Hempstead and a transitional area from urban 

to countryside. Principal Uses: Open access, sports, grazing. 

Public Access/Rights of Way: A network of footpaths and bridleways, provided by the 
Trust cross the moors, which are open land. 

Designations: 
Grazing Rights Plaques: Grade II and II* in Bovingdon 

Lampost and Pump at Boxmoor Hall: Grade II 

Registered Common Land (Boxmoor and Dew Green Commons) 

Landscape Character Area: 118 Lower Bulbourne Valley 

Sources of information:  Hands, R&J (1994) The Book of Boxmoor, Baron. Hands, J&R 
(2004) Royalty to Commons: 400 Years of the Boxmoor Trust 

 

Site visited by: Hertfordshire Gardens Trust  Date:  2009 
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Boxmoor Trust Estate Plan 
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Ordnance Survey, First Edition, 1897 Sheet XXXIII Scale: 6" to 1 mile 
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Site No.2 Gadebridge Park 

Location 

Gadebridge Park, Hemel Hempstead 
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HERTFORDSHIRE GARDENS 
TRUST LOCAL LIST: DACORUM 

 
Present Name of Site Historic Name (if known) 

GADEBRIDGE PARK Gadebridge 
 
Parish/Town 

Hemel Hempstead 
 
National Grid Reference of Principal Building: TL049 081 

 
Present Area (approximate) 32 hectares 

 
Brief Description 
Originally a farmhouse this was rebuilt at the turn of the 17th century by the Combe family who 

also owned The Bury, just south of St Mary's Church. The house was owned by Dr Richard 
Hale who bought up several more farms and devised the estate upon his nephew Thomas 
Tower in 1729. During the 18th and early 19th centuries it remained part of the Gadebridge 
Estate owned by the Tower family of Weald Hall who had links with Ashridge and 
Wormleybury. The Estate also included Shantocks Farm (q.v.), Gaddesden Hall (q.v.) the 
paper mills leased to Fourdrinier and an interest in The Bury at the southern end of the estate. 
It was sold off piecemeal between 1820 and 1840. It was later owned by Astley Paston 
Cooper, a surgeon at Guy's Hospital, royal surgeon to William IV, George IV and Queen 
Victoria, and a founder of West Herts Infirmary at Piccotts End in 1826. A later Sir Astley, first 
mayor of the Borough in 1898, owned c. 1000 acres in Hemel Hempstead. In 1914 the house 
was sold and became a Preparatory School (later Westbrook Hay, q.v.) before being taken 
over by the Commission for New Towns and demolished. The parkland of 43 acres was 
purchased by the Hemel Hempstead Borough Council in 1952. 

 
Principal Building: Demolished. This was situated on an eminence to the west of the Gade 
looking down to the river. The original house was built in the 1690s. In 1774 it was described as 

a genteel house with 2 parlours and 5 bedchambers. By the 19th century if had been much 
extended to an 11-bay, 2-storey house with central pediment and port cochere on the south 
side. It was clothed in creeper to the level of the first floor and stuccoed above. The house was 
demolished to build the Marketing Education Centre for Kodak in 1973. This has been 

Existing designations 
 

 Green Belt 

 Scheduled Ancient Monument (Gadebridge Roman 
Villa) 

 Area of Special Control of Adverts 

 Area of Archaeological Significance 

 Agricultural Land Classification – Grade 3 and 
Urban 

 Flood Zone 2 & 3 

 Conservation Area 

 Listed Buildings 
 

Assessment against 
criteria 

Site not considered to merit designation based on 
consideration of English Heritage guidance, advise and 
knowledge of Historic Gardens Trust  and/or is considered 
by Officers to be sufficiently protected from inappropriate 
development by existing policies. 
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demolished in its turn. 

 
Approaches: The road was across the river by a Ford and footbridge with a curving drive 
heading uphill towards the walled garden and farm. The ford was guarded by The Round 
Cottage, which was also known as the Threepenny bit house. This was also demolished when 
the New Town came into being. 
The main approach to the house was from the Old Town High Street north of the settlement at 
the Lodge. This Lodge was set back from the road and the drive flanked with low walls topped 
with stone and metal railings with the gatepiers surmounted by circular finials. The drive headed 
west to the river, crossing it via the 'Chinese bridge' (still extant) then turned north, then curved 
west to the front of the mansion. This bridge, also called the White Bridge, replaced a ford in 1840 
when Astley Cooper commissioned a local iron founder, Joseph Cranstone, to build the bridge in 
a mock bamboo Chinese style. The Lodge in Piccotts End Road has been demolished and was 
opposite the original site of the drinking fountain/lamppost. The Lodge in Queensway remains. 

 

Gadebridge Farm: was situated to the northeast of the house and was demolished along with 
the house and gardens by the Commission for New Towns 

 
Pleasure grounds:  Drury and Andrews, 1766, shows formal gardens laid to the west of the 
house , an orchard to the south and a small area of pasture or park. By 1877 there were 
informal walks round lawn to the west of the house with remnants of avenues reaching south 
and then east-west into the park 

 
Walled Kitchen Garden: In 1774 these comprised 3 small gardens planted with good fruit. 
By 1877 the walled gardens were extensive and divided by cross-paths into 8 segments and 
situated just east of Gadebridge Farm. The eastern end contained glasshouses and frames and 
several of the paths were lined with fruit trees. 

 
Park:  In 1774 a spring and wood of about half an acre was laid out with walks, with further 
walks along the river and 2 small fishponds fed by the trout stream. In all the grounds to the 
house in 1774 were 8 acres. By 1899 the park extended both sides of the river which had a 
series of 4 ornamental waterfalls along it. It extended form Piccotts End in the North as far as 
Bury Mill End and comprised 7183 acres. The Park today extends from the site of The Bury 
north to Marchmonts and includes the walled garden of the Bury and children's play facilities. 
The original river course in the valley bottom was diverted to its current position many years ago 
and in 1987 re-profiled to create a low flow channel along the centre of the River, thus allowing 
vegetation to establish on either side to broaden habitat diversity and encourage more species. 
Pools were left below each weir to allow public access to the water’s edge. 

 
The southern end of the Park abuts Mr Ginger’s Villa and water garden at The Bury which he 
occupied in c.1796. 

 
Important people associated with site: 

Resident: Sir Astley Paston Cooper 

Owners: Dr Richard Hale, Tower family of Weald Hall 

Assessment of significance: Remnant of late 18th and early19th century parkland with 
some features still extant 

Principal Uses: Public Park 

Public Access/Rights of Way: Open land 

Designations: (e.g. Scheduled Ancient Monuments, Conservation Area, Listed Buildings, EH 

Register of Historic Parks & Gardens, Tree Preservation Orders, SSSIs, Nature Reserve, National 
Trust, County Wildlife Site, etc) 

Scheduled Ancient Monument: Roman Villa in Home Wood, Gadebridge Park 
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Green Belt 

Area of Archaeological Significance: Gadebridge Park 

Landscape Character Area: 123 High Gade Valley 

Sources of information:  Elizabeth Buteux From Private Estate to Public Park: the 
Paston Coopers and Gadebridge ,Hertfordshire's Past 49, OS Maps, Title Deeds of 
Gadebridge Estate (HALS DE/Nm) 

Site visited by: Hertfordshire Gardens Trust  Date:  2009 
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HERTFORDSHIRE GARDENS TRUST LOCAL 
LIST: DACORUM 

 
Present Name of Site                                                    Historic Name 
LOCKERS PARK SCHOOL                                         PART OF LOCKERS 

 
Parish / Town: Hemel Hempstead 

 
National Grid Reference of Principal Building: TL 050 075 

 
Present Area  23acres 
 

 
 

Brief Description 
The school is situated on the western side of Hemel Hempstead. It sits within grounds which were 
once part of the parkland of nearby “Lockers” which is on Bury Hill. The land was purchased from 
the Collett family in the early 1870’s by the founder of the school, Henry Montague Draper. He 
deliberately chose the site because it was approximately one third of the distance between London 
and Rugby School and close to the then Boxmoor Station. It is possibly one of the earliest purpose 
built preparatory schools in the country. 

 
Principal Building: Henry Draper commissioned the architect Sidney Smith to design the school 

building. Built in 1874 of brick with red brick bands, it is of three storeys under a tiled roof with gables 
and a polygonal stair turret. Early school literature describes it as being “healthily situated on a gravel 
and chalk soil”. It sits close to the western boundary. As requirements have changed alterations 
and modernisation have taken place within the building and additions have been made to it. Smith 
also designed Michell House at Rugby School which bears a striking resemblance to Lockers Park 
house. 
Between 1900 and 1912 a number of new buildings were erected including a new classroom block, 
a gymnasium and a chapel designed by Sir Gifford Fox with stained glass windows by Douglas 
Strachen. In 1968 a science lab was built and 1975 saw the completion  of  a  new  hall.  This  was  
followed  by a  sports  hall  and  in  1994  another classroom block. All these new buildings are 
clustered around the original structure and do not seem to have impacted greatly on the surrounding 
parkland. 

 
The Approach: The tithe map of 1840 shows a tree lined drive leading northwards across open 

parkland to the property called Lockers. This appears on the 1
st  

edition OS map of 1877 and on 
the 1897 OS map. Recent aerial photographs show that the tree lined drive today follows the 
same route. About half way along its length a branch to the left leads to the school buildings. A 
lodge situated to the right of the entrance was demolished in 1967. 
 

 
 

The Grounds:The  tithe  map  shows  open  parkland  bisected  north  to  south  by    a driveway 
leading to Lockers. There are wooded areas in the SE corner, along part of the E boundary and a 

narrow strip to the left of the driveway. The 1
st  

and 2
nd  

edition OS maps show trees edging  the 
boundaries  of the grounds.  Recent aerial photographs show that the basic nineteenth century 
layout is still visible today, although there is 
 

 

 
probably more woodland than in the nineteenth century. There is a thick belt of trees and shrubs  
along  the  eastern  boundary  and  around  the  southern  tip  with  yew  hedging skirting  the  main  
entrance.  The  western  boundary  is  less  densely  wooded.  The boundaries are defined by 
wire fencing to the east and wooden fencing and hedging to the west 
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Sport has always been an integral part of the life of the school. In the nineteenth century football 
and cricket were played. The cricket pitch is situated to the left of the school drive. – An 
Inspectors  report of 1951 states,  “The private  drive skirts a fine cricket ground overlooked by 
stately trees and dominated by the main building.” During the early part of the twentieth 
century a cricket pavilion designed by Captain Noel Hadwen was erected.  The football pitches  
were to the N of the school buildings.  In 1904 a swimming pool was built to the E of the drive 
and just N of the school. A rifle range was added in 1915, and later a putting green, a squash 
court, hard tennis courts (1971), an all  weather  Astroturf  pitch  a  9  hole  golf  course  added  in  
1994  and  an  all  weather Astroturf pitch. Historically the boys could tend their own gardens 
which were moved to be close to the chapel in the 1960’s. All these facilities seem to have 
been absorbed while retaining a park like setting. 

 
Until the 1970’s “the lower field and farm buildings had been let to a local farmer. In 1973 the farm 
buildings were converted to provide staff accommodation known as The Stables 
The architect was John Manning. A staff bungalow was also built within the grounds. The fields 

which had once been let to the farmer became areas used by the boys for recreation. 
 

People Associated with the site: 
Architect: Sidney Smith 
Pupils: Lord Mountbatten, HRH Prince Maurice Mountbatten, Roy Beddington - 

artist, Sir Paul Channon - politician,  Sir Keith Joseph - politician, Guy Burgess - 
spy, James Lees-Milne - architectural historian 
Teachers: Laurie Lee – teacher 

Assessment of significance: The school is one of the first purpose-built 

Preparatory  Schools  in the  country  and  the  site  chosen  as it is within  easy 
access by train of London and Rugby School, for which it was a feeder. 
The grouping of the school buildings ensures that the park-like nature of the site 

is retained. The original avenue which led to The Lockers is still in existence, 
along with many mature parkland trees. 

Principal Uses: School 

Public Access/Rights of Way: None 

Designations: (e.g. Scheduled Ancient Monuments, Conservation Area, Listed 

Buildings, EH Register of Historic Parks & Gardens, Tree Preservation Orders, 
SSSIs, Nature Reserve, National Trust, County Wildlife Site, etc 
Open Land, in Dacorum Local Plan 2004. 
Several of the trees have TPOs. 

Visited: HGT 2009 (outside grounds only) 
 
 
 
 
 


